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CHRIST  AND  LINCOLN 

Christ  and  Lincoln!  What  do  these  two  histori- 
cal personages  have  in  common?  More  books  have 
been  written  about  each  of  these  two  men  than  any 
other  man  who  has  ever  walked  this  earth. 

Both  were  born  in  humble  circumstances;  one 
in  a  stable,  the  other  in  a  log  cabin  on  the  frontier. 
Each  met  a  violent  death;  one  as  a  criminal  on  a 
cross,  the  other  at  the  hand  of  an  assassin. 

But  there  the  similarity  ends;  Christ  is  God  in- 
carnate, Lincoln,  an  offspring  of  Adam  even  as  we 
all  are. 

Lincoln  like  every  other  man  of  intelligence  had 
to  consider  the  Person  and  the  Power  of  Jesus 
Christ.  The  influence  of  Christ  on  the  human  race 
must  be  recognized  by  all  thinking  people.  Millions 
worship  Him  after  almost  two  thousand  years  of 
time.  He  was  either  God  in  the  flesh  or  He  was  the 
greatest  deceiver  among  men. 

What  did  Lincoln  think  about  Him?  How  was 
Lincoln  influenced  by  Him?  Lincoln  as  a  young 
man  while  living  at  New  Salem  Illinois  was  already 
considering  the  personality  of  Jesus  Christ.  Every 
serious  minded  person  must  face  the  impact  of  the 
person  of  Jesus  Christ  upon  civilization  and  humani- 
ty. Lincoln  was  such  a  serious  minded  thinker.  He 
was  ever  seeking  to  learn . 

According  to  the  account  of  Herndon,  when 
Lincoln  was  living  at  New  Salem  he  got  hold  of 
Volney's  "Ruins"  as  well  as  Thomas  Paine's,  "Age 
of  Reason",  and  read  them  both  with  great  interest. 
There  was  a  freethinking  group  in  that  frontier 
village,  and  this  probably  encouraged  him  to  try  his 
own  hand  at  writing  an  anti-scriptural  and  anti- 
Christian  document. 

In  this  manuscript,  which  he  intended  to  have 
published,  he  endeavored  to  show  that  the  Bible  was 
not  a  divine  revelation  and  that  Jesus  of  Nazareth 
was  not  the  Son  of  God.  His  employer,  Samuel  Hill, 
who  heard  Lincoln  read  the  manuscript,  took  it  out 
of  his  hand  and  threw  it  into  the  stove.    His  action 


was  prompted  by  his  concern  for  Lincoln's  political 
future. 

How  Lincoln's  views  on  the  person  of  Jesus 
Christ  had  changed  by  1860  can  be  ascertained  by 
the  following,  as  recorded  by  Lord  Charnwood  in 
his  discerning  biography; 

"In  his  presidental  candidature,  when  he  owned 
to  some  one  (This  was  Newton  Bateman,  superin- 
tendent for  Public  Instruction  for  Illinois)  that  the 
opposition  of  clergymen  hurt  him  deeply,  he  is  said 
to  have  confessed  to  being  no  Christian  and  to  have 
continued,  "I  know  there  is  a  God  and  that  He  hates 
injustice  and  slavery.  I  see  the  storm  coming  and 
I  know  that  His  Hand  is  in  it.  If  He  has  a  place 
and  a  work  for  me,  and  I  think  He  has,  I  believe  I 
am  ready.  I  am  nothing,  but  truth  is  everything; 
I  know  I  am  right  because  I  know  that  liberty  is 
right,  for  CHRIST  TEACHES  IT  AND  CHRIST  IS 
GOD". 

Mr.  Schuyler  Colfax,  who  was  speaker  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  during  Lincoln's  adminis- 
tration and  later  Vice  President  of  the  United  States 
during  U.  S.  Grant's  administration,  and  a  close 
fiiend  of  Lincoln's,  delivered  a  memorial  address  at 
Bryan  Hall  in  Chicago  on  Sundny  April  30,  1865. 
We  quote  Mr.  Colfax.  "But  Abraham  Lincoln  was 
not  only  a  good  and  a  just  and  a  generous  and  a 
humane  man.  I  could  not  be  just  to  that  well 
rounded  character  of  his,  without  adding  that  he 
was  also  a  praying  man.  He  has  often  said  that  his 
reliance  in  the  gloomiest  hours,  was  on  his  God,  to 
Whom  he  appealed  in  prayer,  although  he  had  never 
become  a  professor  of  religion.  To  a  clergyman 
who  asked  him  if  he  loved  his  Savior,  he  replied, 
and  he  was  too  truthful  for  us  to  doubt  the  declara- 
tion; 

"  'When  I  was  first  inaugurated  I  did  not  love 
Him;  when  God  took  my  son  T  was  greatly  impress- 
ed, but  still  I  did  not  love  Him;  but  when  I  stood 
upon  the  battle-field  of  Gettysburg,  (Nov.  19,  1863) 
I  gave  my  heart  to  CHRIST,  and  I  can  now  say  I  do 
love  the  Savior.' 

Later  a  committee  of  colored  people  presented 


him  with,  a  costly  Bible.  This  was  in  1864  after  his 
experience  at  Gettysburg.  In  Iris  statement  to  tnem 
he  tailed  trie  HiDie  we,  'JattoT  UJJJ'X  GUL>  kUxS 
GlvnaN  l'O  iviaiv  ana  continued; 
"'Ail  tne  Guuu  Savioa  gave  to  the  world,  was 
communicated  mrougn  wis  oouk.  But  lor  it  we.couid 
not  Know  rignt  irom  wrong.  All  tnings  most  ue- 
sirabie  lor  man's  welfare,  nere  and  neieaiter,  are 
to  be  found  portrayed  m  it."  (Works,  ed.  JNicoiay 
anu  nay,  11,  ov4). 

Lincoln's  journey  from  skepticism  to  faith  in 
Jesus  Gnrist  can  be  traced  cleariy  in  riis  own  words 
thru  tnose  years. 

Vvhat  tiunk  ye  of  Christ? 

"Iriis  is  lue  eternal  tnat  they  might  know  Thee 
the  only  true  God  and  Jesus  Christ  Wnom  Thou  hast 
sent."    Jorin  17:3. 


Write  to  the  author  at  Post  Office  Box  2,  St. 
Louis  3,  Missouri  for  a  copy  of  his  pamphlet, 
"Abraham  Lincoln  and  the  New  Birth",  which  ap- 
peared in  "Truth"  magazine  of  Milwaukee,  Wiscon- 
sin, and  is  included  in  the  Lincoln  Collections  of  the 
Illinois  State  Historical  Library,  at  Springfield,  Illi- 
nois and  The  Lincoln  Memorial  University  of  Harro- 
gate Tennessee. 

Pastor  Rueweler  conducts  the  Daily  Radio  Bible 
Class  heard  each  Sunday  at  8:15  A.  M.  on  Station 
WMAY,  970  KC,  Springfield,  Illinois  and  Monday 
thru  Saturday  at  8:15  A.  M.  on  Station  WTMV, 
1490  KC,  East  St.  Louis,  Illinois. 
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ABRAHAM  LINCOLN 


Lincoln 

AND  THE 

NEW  BIRTH 

By 
EUGENE  F.  RUEWELER 


Abraham  Lincoln  often  alluded  to  the  Scrip- 
tures in  his  speeches.  He  like  Timothy,  had  "from 
a  child  known  the  Holy  Scriptures  which  are  ABLE 
to  make  thee  wise  unto  salvation  through  faith 
wh-ich  is  in  Christ  Jesus"  (II  Tim.  3:15).  His  mind 
was  saturated  with  Biblical  expressions. 

In-  1858  he  delivered  his  renowned  "house  di- 
vided against  itself"  speech  in  the  Old  State  House 
in  Springfield,  Illinois  which  still  stands  on  the 
square  just  across  the  street  from  the  offices  of  the 
radio  station  from  which  we  send  forth  the  Gospel 
of  the  Grace  of  God.  In  fact  the  building  housing 
the  offices  stands  on  the  site  of  Lincoln's  old  law 
office.  The  figure  he  used  was  taken  from  Matthew 
12:25. 

Of  all  his  utterances  his  "Gettysburg  Address" 
is  probably  the  most  widely  known  and  best  loved. 
It  was  on  November  19,  1863  that  he  dedicated  the 
Soldier's  National  Cemetery  on  the  site  of  that 
sanguinary  battle  of  July  1 ,  2,  and  3  of  the  same 
year. 

It  was  not  until  my  recent  research  concerning 
the  question,  "was  Lincoln  a  Christian?"  that  I  re- 
alized the  scriptural  allusion  at  the  close  of  his  ad- 
dress in  the  words,  "that  this  nation  under  God, 
shall  have  a  NEW  BIRTH  of  freedom".  His  use  of 
the  expression  "a  new  birth"  was  most  assuredly 
from  his  Biblical  knowledge.  Also  it  is  most  signifi- 
cant that  he  added   the  words,    "under  God"    just 


before  delivering  the  address.  These  words  are  miss- 
ing in  some  of  the  copies  of  the  address  he  made 
earlier  but  were  added  to  the  speech.  The  unusual 
significance  of  this  will  be  seen  later  in  this  article. 

I  have  read  many  discussions  of  the  question, 
"was  Lincoln  a  Christian?"  The  disheartening  fact 
is  that  most  of  those  who  poise  this  question  do 
not  know  themselves  what  constitutes  a  Christian.  In 
this  article  I  not  only  desire  to  determine,  as  far  as 
is  humanly  possible,  if  Lincoln  was  a  true  Christian, 
but  to  show  from  the  Word  of  God  how  anyone 
becomes  a  Christian  in  the  true  Bible  sense. 

Those  who  answer  this  question  concerning 
Lincoln  in  the  affirmative,  declare  that  he  was  a 
good  man.  With  this  we  all  must  heartily  concur.  He 
was  a  good  -  honest  -  moral  righteous  -  conscien- 
tious man,  husband,  father  and  chief  executive  of 
these  United  States.  His  habits  were  free  of  in- 
toxicants and  tobacco  throughout  his  entire  life,  I 
believe  that  we  can  unquestionably  say  he  was  the 
greatest  man  America   has  prqduced. 

But,  do  these  facts  make  him  a  Christian? 
Some  would  say  "yes"  but  the  Word  of  God  says 
"no!"  emphatically.  God  says  "ye  must  be  born 
again".  Only  by  the  "washing  of  regeneration  (re- 
birth)"— "not  by  works  of  righteousness  which  we 
have  done,  but  according  to  his  mercy  he  saved 
us".  (Titus  3:5).  From  a  child  he  had  heard  and  read 
the  Holy  Scriptures.  The  Bible  was  one  of  the  few 
books  he  had  access  to  but  this  alone  does  not  make 


one  a  Christian.  We  must  look  deeper  into  the  ex- 
periences of  his  great  and  good  heart. 

Those  who  answer  the  question  in  the  negative, 
do  so  by  declaring  that  he  never  joined  a  church, 
though  he  did  attend  often  in  Springfield  and  in 
Washington  D.C.  (the  New  York  Ave.  Presbyterian 
Church).  They  point  out  that  there  is  no  record  of 
either   church    membership   or   baptism    for   him. 

But  again  we  must  ask,  Do  church  member- 
ship and  baptism  constitute  the  making  of  a  Chris- 
tian?" Again  God's  Word  answers  unmistakably 
"no!"  In  Lincoln's  day  as  now  there  were  many  lost, 
unsaved  church  members.  In  his  early  life  he  knew 
only  of  churches  given  to  illiterate  fanaticism  and 
extreme  emotionalism.  Later  he  encountered  the 
dead  formalism  that  was  fashionable  but  empty. 
This  situation  still  prevails  in  many  places  today. 
Little  was  taught  of  the  Word  of  God. 

Lincoln  was  a  deep  thinker  and  a  student  of 
men  and  institutions.  No  wonder  that  while  living 
at  New  Salem,  Illinois,  he  read  Tom  Paine's  "Age 
of  Reason"  and  was  influenced  by  it  in  his  thinking 
on  religious  themes. 

But  when  life's  sorrows,  with  which  he  was  to 
become  more  intimately  acquainted,  began  pres- 
sing down  upon  him  we  find  a  good  man  groping 
for  the  truth.  His  little  son,  Eddie,  died  February  I, 
1850.  The  funeral  was  conducted  by  the  understand- 
ing Presbyterian  pastor,  Dr.  James  Smith  in  Spring- 
field. 


Shortly  after  this  we  find  these  distraught  par- 
ents in  Mrs.  Lincoln's  former  home  in  Lexington, 
Kentucky.  There  Lincoln  found  a  book  in  the  library 
of  his  father-in-law,  written  by  this  same  Dr.  James 
Smith,  entitled,  "The  Christian's  Defense".  This 
book  was  an  intelligent  effort  to  answer  from  the 
Scriptures  the  questionings  and  unbelief  generated 
by  books  of  the  "Age  of  Reason"  type. 

Following  Lincoln's  return  to  Springfield  a  last- 
ing friendship  was  established  with  Dr.  Smith  and 
many  hours  were  spent  in  discussion.  He  was  still 
honestly  groping. 

Again  after  he  was  in  the  White  House  death 
snatched  away  a  loved  one.  On  February  20,  1862 
his  son,  Willie,  died.  This  was  a  heavy  blow  and  it 
had  a  great  effect  on   Lincoln's  mind  and  heart. 

Long  before  William  Herndon  published  his 
biography  of  Lincoln  in  1889  with  many  faulty  in- 
terpretations colored  by  his  own  infidelity,  a  bio- 
graphy was  written  which  contains  an  amazing  and 
thrilling  statement  by  Lincoln.  In  1865,  just  a  few 
months  after  Lincoln's  death,  Frank  Crosby  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Philadelphia  Bar,  published  a  "Life  of 
Abraham  Lincoln".  On  page  390  of  this  volume  ap- 
pears the  following,  "he  often  said  that  his  reliance 
in  the  gloomiest  hours  was  on  his  God,  to  Whom 
he  appealed  in  prayer  although  he  had  never  be- 
come a  professor  of  religion.  To  a  clergyman  who 
asked  him  if  he  loved  his  Savior,  he  replied,  WHEN 
I  WAS  FIRST  INAUGURATED  I   DID  NOT  LOVE 


HIM  —  WHEN  GOD  TOOK  MY  SON  I  WAS 
GREATLY  IMPRESSED  BUT  STILL  I  DID  NOT 
LOVE  HIM!  BUT  WHEN  I  STOOD  UPON  THE 
BATTLEFIELD  OF  GETTYSBURG  I  GAVE  MY 
HEART  TO  CHRIST,  AND  I  CAN  NOW  SAY 
THAT  I  DO  LOVE  THE  SAVIOR". 

This  statement  is  also  ascribed  to  Lincoln  by 
Speaker  Schuyler  Colfax  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives during  Lincoln's  administration  (later  Vice 
President  of  U.S.  in  Grant's  administration)  in  <=> 
memorial  speech  at  Bryan  Hall,  Chicago  on  Sunday, 
April  30,   1865. 

From  the  Word  of  God  we. know  that  that  is 
what  it  means  to  have  a  New  Birth  into  God's  fam- 
ily. He  knew  from  his  long  acquaintance  with  the 
Scriptures  that  God  spoke  to  Israel  and  to  the  in- 
dividual of  the  necessity  of  the  "New  Birth"  into 
relationship  with  God  which  is  only  thru  faith  in 
Jesus  Christ  as  Savior. 

Ruth     Painter    Randall     in     her    unusually    fine 
"Mary    Lincoln,    Biography    of    a    Marriage"    often 
trenchantly  remarks  of  the  change  in  Lincoln's  spir- 
itual   attitude    and    his    deepening    faith    as    these 
trials   multiply. 

In  1864  Lincoln  told  his  old  friend  Joshua 
Speed,  who  once  shared  his  questionings,  "I  am 
profitably  engaged  in  reading  the  Bible.  Take  all 
of  this  book  upon  reason  that  you  can,  and  the  bal- 


ance on  faith,   and   you  will   live   and  die   a   better 
man." 

When  recently  I  stood  on  the  site  of  Lincoln's 
address  at  Gettysburg,  Pennsylvania,  I  was  not 
thinking  for  the  decisive  and  important  battle  once 
fought  there  nor  of  the  address  that  has  become 
the  most  widely  known  speech  of  any  President.  I 
thought  of  the  man,  the  great  man,  whose  groping 
for  truth  apparently  ended  there  with  his  faith  cen- 
tered in  Jesus  Christ.  He  learned  to  truly  love  the 
One  who  first  loved  us  and  gave  Himself  for  us 
:n  death  on  the  cross.  He  must  have  often  thought 
of  this  cross.  Once  while  witnessing  the  grandeur 
of  Niagara  Falls  he  declared,  "When  Columbus 
first  sought  this  continent — when  Christ  suffered 
on  the  cross — when  Moses  led  Israel  thru  the  Red 
Sea — nay,  even,  when  Adam  first  came  from  the 
hand  of  his  Maker  then  as  now  Niagara  was  roaring 
here." 

Abraham  Lincoln  could  not  become  a  Chris- 
tian by  all  his  goodness,  honesty  and  kindness.  Nor 
could  his  lack  of  Church  membership  and  baptism 
keep  him  from  becoming  a  Christian.  But  in  the 
midst  of  the  evidence  of  carnage  and  death,  at 
Gettysburg,  he  apparenty  turned  to  the  One  whom 
to  know  is  life  eternal. 

God  in  His  Word  says,  "For  by  Grace  are  ye 
saved  thru  faith,  and  that  not  of  yourselves,  it  is  the 
gift  of  God,  Not  of  works  lest  any  man  should 
boast.    For    we    are    His    workmanship,    created    in 


Christ  Jesus  unto  good  works."  "But  after  that  the 
kindness  and  love  of  God  our  Savior  toward  man 
appeared,  Not  by  works  of  righteousness  which 
we  have  done,  but  according  to  His  mercy  He  saved 
us,  BY  THE  WASHING  OF  RE-GENERATION  and 
renewing  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  which  He  shed  on 
us  abundantly  thru  Jesus  Christ  our  Savior." 
*   *   * 

Pastor  E.  F.  Rueweler  conducts  the  Daily  Radio 
Bible  class  heard  at  8:15  A.M.  on  Station  WTMV, 
1490  kilocycles,  East  St.  Louis,  Illinois  and  on  Sun- 
days at  8:15  A.M.  on  WMAY,  970  kilocycles, 
Springfield,    Illinois. 

Write  to  Pastor  E.  F.  Rueweler,  Post  Office 
Box  2,  St.  Louis  3,  Missouri  for  copies  of  his  other 
printed   messages.     » 


OLD  MAN  RIVER 

By  Eugene  F.  Rueweler 


Old  Man  River  He  Jist  Keeps  Rollin'  Along  .  .  . 

In  the  philosophy  of  that  old  song,  the  Missis- 
sippi River  becomes  a  vivid  figure  of  eternity  in 
comparison  to  Man's  transitory  life  on  this  earth. 

As  I  have  crossed  that  Old  Man  River,  "the 
Father  of  Waters",  almost  10,000  times  in  travel- 
ing from  my  home  in  St.  Louis,  Missouri  to  the 
radio  studios  in  East  St.  Louis,  Illinois,  and  as  I 
have  watched  "Old  Man  River"  roll  by  from  St. 
Paul  to  New  Orleans  in  summer,  winter,  springtime 
and  fall,,  I   too   have   understood  the  figure. 

Generations  of  men  have  come  and  gone,  but 
he  "jist  keeps  rollin'  along".  His  shores  have 
seen  the  succession  of  Indian,  Spanish,  French  and 
American  civilizations.  But  he  "jist  keeps  rollin' 
along". 

How  this  brings  to  mind  the  words  of  the 
Apostle  Peter  in  I  Peter  1:23-25  .  .  .  "Being  born 
again,  not  of  corruptible  seed,  but  of  incorruptible, 
by  the  Word  of  God,  which  liveth  and  abideth  FOR- 
EVER. For  all  flesh  is  as  grass  and  all  the  glory 
of  man  as  the  flower  of  grass.  The  grass  withereth, 
and  the  flower  thereof  falleth  away,  but  the  Word 
of  the  Lord  endureth  FOREVER.  And  this  is  the 
Word  which  by  the  Gospel  is  preached  unto  you." 

As  the  flow  of  Old  Man  River  reminds  us  of 
the  passing  of  time  for  man,  are  we  heeding  the 
Apostle  Paul's  admonition  in  Eph.  5:16,  "redeeming 
the  time  because  the  days  are  evil"? 

WE  KNOW  .  .  .  long  after  Old  Man  River  has 
dried  up  and  has  disappeared  .  .  .  we,  who  are  saved 
by  the  Grace  of  God,  through  faith  in  Jesus  Christ 
as  our  Savior  .  .  .  and  are  baptized  by  One  Spirit 
into  the  One  Body  .  .  .  "And  have  been  raised 
up  together  and  made  to  sit  together  in  heavenly 


places  in  Christ  Jesus  .  .  .  THAT  in  the  ages  to 

co.ne   He  will    show   the   exceeding   riches    of   His 

Grace  in  His   kindness   toward  us   through   Christ 
Jesus". 

To  those  who  once  rushed  about  on  the  old 
St.  Louis  Levee  a  century  ago,  the  shipping,  the 
cargo,  the  traveling,  the  arriving  of  friends  and 
important  personages,  seemed  all  important.  These 
people  are  all  long  since  gone,  but  Old  Man  River 
"jist  keeps  on  rollin'  along". 

Now  as  we  look  back  into  the  past,  we  realize 
that  the  ONLY  THING  of  importance  for  any  one 
of  them  was  .  .  .  did  he  know  Christ  as  Savior  .  .  . 
was  he  "born  again  of  the  incorruptible  Seed  of 
the  Word  of  God  which  liveth  and  abideth  FOR- 
EVER"? Whether  he  was  a  slave  or  a  planter,  a 
pioneer  or  an  Indian,  a  pilot  or  a  roustabout  mat- 
ters little  now. 

This  old  St.  Louis  Mississippi  levee  saw  the 
great  Lafayette  received,  feted  and  honored  by  the 
residents  of  that  early  village.  In  1797,  two  years 
before  George  Washington  died,  Daniel  Boone,  the 
old  pioneeer,  arrived  to  blaze  a  trail  from  St.  Louis 
to  St.  Charles  county,  the  old  Boone's  Lick  Trail. 

In  1831  a  22  year  old  lad  was  floating  by  on 
Old  Man  River  on  a  flat  boat  of  cargo  for  New 
Orleans  that  he  had  brought  down  from  up  Soring- 
field  way  by  way  of  the  Sangamon  and  Illinois 
rivers.  His  name  was  Abe  Lincoln.  Just  16  years 
later,  Congressman  Abraham  Lincoln,  with  his  wife 
and  two  children,  walked  up  the  levee  to  stay  at 
the  National-Scott  Hotel  at  3rd  and  Market  streets. 
while  on  his  wav  to  Washington,  DC.  The  greatness 
that  was  to  be  his  still  seemed  very  remote. 

But  the  most  important  thing  for  him,  as  Old 
Man  River  continued  to  mil  by,  was  not  the  great- 
ness he  would  attain.  The  most  important  event 
for  him  was  w^en  he  could  say,  "When  I  was  first 
inaugurated  I  did  not  love  Him  .  .  .  when  God  took 
my  son  I  was  greatlv  imnresspd  but  still  I  did 
not  love  Him,  but  when  I  stood  upon  the  battle- 
field of  Gettysburg  I  gave  mv  Vart  to  Christ  and 
I  can  now  say  that  I  DO  LOVE  THE  SAVIOR". 


Or  as  John  G.  Ridley  quotes  Lincoln,  "When  I 
left  Springfield  to  take  up  office  I  was  not  a  Chris- 
tian. When  my  son  Willie  died — which  was  the 
saddest  blow  of  my  life — I  was  still  not  a  Christian. 
But  when  I  went  to  Gettysburg,  and  saw  the  graves 
of  our  soldiers,  I  did  love  the  Savior." 

One  writer  says,  "Mr.  Lincoln  was  outspoken  as 
to  his  faith  in  God,  and  in  the  power  of  prayer. 
He  said  that  he  gave  his  heart  to  the  Savior 
when  Gettysburg  came.  He  had  laid  all  before  God 
at  that  Crisis". 

What  about  100  years  from  now?  Old  Man 
River  "jist  keeps  rollin'  along",  but  where  will 
YOU  be?  Will  you  be  in  the  "ages  to  come"  show- 
ing forth  the  salvation  which  can  be  yours  through 
faith  in  Christ  as  your  Savior? 

"That  in  the  AGES  TO  COME  He  might  show 
the  exceeding  riches  of  His  Grace  in  His  kind- 
ness toward  us  through  Christ  Jesus;  For  by  Grace 
are  ye  saved  through  faith  and  that  not  of  your- 
selves, it  is  the  gift  of  God,  not  of  works  lest  any 
man  should  boast.  For  we  are  His  WORKMAN- 
SHIP (or  MASTERPIECE)  created  in  Christ  Jesus 
unto  good  works,  which  God  hath  before  ordained 
that  we  should  walk  in  them."  ...  To  the  intent 
that  now  unto  the  principalities  and  powers  in 
heavenly  places  might  be  known  by  the  CHURCH 
(which  is  His  Body)  the  manifold  wisdom  of 
God"  .  .  .  "Unto  Him  be  glory  IN  THE  CHURCH 
by  Christ  Jesus  unto  all  generations  of  the  AGE  of 
AGES",   (see  Ephesians  2  and  3). 

When  Abraham  Lincoln  died  in  the  Peterson 
House  in  Washington,  D.C.,  Edwin  Stanton  stand- 
ing by  his  bedside  declared.  "Now  he  belongs  to  the 
ages."  I  wonder  if  Stanton  realized  that  for  the  be- 
liever in  Christ,  the  Life  of  the  AGES  is  his  pos- 
session from  the  moment  of  his  salvation.  As  be- 
lievers we  are  part  of  the  MASTERPIECE  of  the 
AGES  which  is  the  Church,  the  Body  of  Christ. 
Long  after  Old  Man  River  becomes  but  a  vapor  as 
the  flames  of  judgment  consume  the  earth,  (II 
Peter  3)  THE  MASTERPIECE  OF  THE  AGES 
will  display  and  proclaim  the  GLORY  and  the 
GRACE  of  God. 


Amazing  Grace,  how  sweet  the  sound 
That  saved  a  wretch  like  me. 
1  once  was  lost  but  now  am  found 
Was  blind  but  now  I  see  . 

Thro'  many  dangers,  toils  and  snares, 
I  have  already  come. 
Tis  Grace  hath  bro't  me  safe  thus  far 
And  Grace  will  lead  me  home. 

WHEN  WE'VE  BEEN  THERE  TEN  THOUSAND 

YEARS, 
Bright  shining  as  the  sun, 
We've  no  less  days  to  sing  God's  praise 
Than  when  we  first  begun. 


Write  to  Pastor  E.  P.  Rueweler,  Post  Office 
Box  2,  St.  Louis  3,  Missouri  for  a  copy  of  his 
pamphlet,  "Abraham  Lincoln  and  the  New  Birth" 
also  other  Bible  study  booklets  and  pamphlets. 

Pastor  Rueweler  is  heard  daily  on  Radio  Sta- 
tion WTMV,  1490  KC  East  St.  Louis,  Illinois  at 
8:15  A.M.  Monday  thru  Saturday  and  on  Sunday 
on  WMAY,  970  KC  Springfield,  Illinois  at  8:15  A.M. 


NCOLN    AND    CHRIST 

-*  One  of  the  efficient  modern  liberals  of 
.he  pulpit  avers  that  the  dwellers  in  Amer- 
ica are  developing  a  religion  of  their  own 
He  says  that  as  a  welfare  worker  he  re- 
ceived a  readier  and  warmer  response  at 
the  mention  of  Linclon  tbvm  that  of  any 
other  name,  human  or  divine.  To  a  wen 
derful  extent  Abraham  Lincoln  is  Amer- 
ica's social  Christ. 

He  is  placed  without  hesitation  among 
\he  martyrs.  He  is  classed  with  the  Mes- 
siah as  one  who  died  to  save  others.  This 
pulpiteer  avers  that  the  Americans  are  in- 
terpreting a  Bible  of  their  own.  They  are 
likely  to  make  another  David  of  Roosevelt 
and  Jane  Addams  is  their  Deborah.  But 
the  likeness  of  Lincoln  to  the  Master  tor~- 
-ar^i    .ijove  all. 

The  purity  and  simplicity  of  his  own  life 
and  his  love  for  the  masses  assist  in  the 
interpretation.  As  a  result  of  this  very  hu- 
man understanding  there  is  today  more  re- 
i/igion  and  less  theology  in  the  church.  The 
jrs  of  creed  are  yielding  to  the  inti 
coQlAcm  of  daily  life, 
ijgiourf Jpehominations  are  not  warring 
so  bitterly  flow  against  one  another.  They 
are  seeking  rather  to  present  a  united  front 
against  the  forces  of  evil.  And  the  name 
and  example  of  Lincoln  are  helping  to  that 
end.  They  furnish  inspiration  to  a  lot  of 
humble  Americans  to  whom  theology  is  still 
a  barbed-wire  entanglement. 


God  Left  Out  by 
Roosevelt,  Says 
Editorial 

BOSTON,  Feb.  5—  (UJR)— Zion'8 
Herald,  weekly  organ  of  the  Meth- 
dist  church  In  New  England,  will 
charge  in  an  editorial  tomorrow  that 
President  Roosevelt  and  W?  .iadcnin- 
istration  are  practically J  *oi getting 
God  in  their  attempts  to  bring  oack 
prosperity. 

"Having  no  call  to  prayer  from 
the  pen  of  the  present  president  of 
the  United  States,  and  Impressed 
with  the  crying  need  of  such  a  sum- 
mons at  a  time  like  this,"  the  Her- 
ald supplements  its  editorial  by 
printing  on  its  cover  page  the  fast- 
day  proclamation  of  President 
Lincoln  issued  March  30,  1863,  dur- 
ing a  Civil     ar  crisis. 

The  editorial  is  entitled  "A  Glori- 
ous Example,"  and  contrasts  Lincoln 
with  Mr.  Roosevelt,  pointing  out  that 
"not  once  but  at  least  three  times  in 
his  administratic  >.,  Abraham  Lin- 
coln issued  vibrant  calls  to  the 
American  people  to  observe  a  day  of 
prayer  for  the  nation." 

Then  it  asks:  "Although  there  are 
10,000,000  church  members  In  the 
United  States  of  America  when  has 
Franklin  D.  Roosevelt  Issued  an 
earnest  and  arresting  call,  compar- 
able to  Lincoln's  fast-day  proclama- 
tion, for  their  help  In  the  present 
crisis?" 

In  conclusion,  however,  the  pub- 
lication asserts: 

"It  is  not  yet  too  late.  Opportu- 
nity, about  to  leave  the  doorstep, 
tarries  for  the  moment.  Franklin  D. 
Roosevelt  still  has  a  chance  to  be 
another  Lincoln." 


BLARES! 
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LINCOLN  AND  CHRIST 
COMPARED  IN  SERMON 
BY  REV.  AJV.  WISHART 

Holding  that  no  man  could  study  the 
character  of  Lincoln  without  feeling  in- 
-P'rea  by  hia  type  of  Christianity    *d 
'o>alty  ,o  God.  Rev.  Alfred  W.  Wishart 
Pastor     of     Fountain      Street     Banti.f 

« andered  and  persecuted  by  men  of  no 
viflon  a  d  by  mon  wUh  ]jt>     '«'        no 

Both    were  men   who   believed    earn 
estly   and    simply    in    God    without    de" 

accept  "1?t1urcThCy  aC^Pted  «VTi  £  , 

1  f»n    *„* mature  as  a  great   outstanding! 

fact  and  experience.    Both  were  men  of  ' 

X'zrhr"] and  St  Bnot°i 

hi-ui-reti    death    Ijv    violence       tcin    t.i„ 

aJndUtruS,d'SS^ymb01   ^  ^httusS 
ancl   truth.     Slavery  and  rebellion  slew 

Lincoln?"01    °f    ^^    -d     ^ 


DOUBTS  AS  TO  LINCOLN 


After  the  Manuer  of  Skeptics  In  Rela- 
tion «o  the  Character  of  the  Christian 
Gospel*.  (^7^ 

An  article  on  "The  Abrahaftr  Lincoln 
Myth,"  In  the  Catholic  World  lor  November, 
parallels  very  closely  the  skeptics  who  con- 
trovert the  historical  character  and  existence 
ot  Jesus.  It  assumes  to  be  a  report  of  a 
lecture  delivered  by  a  "Huxleyan  professor 
of  dialectics  in  the  University  of  Congo, " 
published  in  the' thirty-seventh  Century  maga- 
zine, A.  D. ,  3663,  in  view  of  the  celebration 
throughout  the  globe,  "wherever  African 
civilization  has  extended,"  of  the  eighteenth 
centennial  of  the  emancipation  proclamation 
ot  Abraham  Lincoln.  "Never  to  be  forgot- 
ten," the  professor  says,  "was  the  spectacle 
on  the  banks  of  the  Victoria  Nyanza,  at  the 
unveiling  of  the  statue  ot  Lincoln  signing  the 
emancipation  proclamation— the  masterpiece 
of  the  great  Natallan  sculptor,  Durango.  The 
Prosldent  ot  the  Universal  Confederation  of 
Nations  presided  over  the  ceremonies,  which 
were  witnessed  by  the  assembled  multitudes 
of  Africa's  sons  and  pilgrims  of  every  race 
and  clime  on  the  face  of  the  earth."  The 
I  story  of  Lincoln  is  then  carefully  examined 
by  the  lecturer,  who  thereafter  proceeds  to 
say:  , 

Now.  I  frankly  admit  at  the  outset  that  I 
see  no  sufficient  reason  to  doubt  that  such  a 
man  as  Abraham  Lincoln  lived  In  America  In 
the  nineteenth  century,  and  that  he  was 
President  of  the  United  States  during  the 
civil  war.  This  admission  ought  to  be  set 
down  to  my  credit;  proving,  as  it  does,  my 
extreme  fairness  and  moderation.  At  the 
same  time  I  guard  myself  against  be- 
ing supposed  to  affirm  that  Abraham 
Lincoln  did  ever  actually  exist,  or  was 
ever  actually  President  of  the  United 
States.  I  say  this  much  by  way  of  forewarn- 
ing, as  It  is  possible  the  exigencies  of  this 
controversy  may  require  me  to  withdraw  the 
admission  just  made;  for  there  is,  as  I  well 
know,  a  brilliant  school  of  historical  critics 
who  more  or  less  question  the  historical  real- 
ity of  Abraham  Lincoln  and  the  genuineness 
of  all  the  alleged  contemporary  and  early 
accounts  of  his  times. 

But,  excepting  so  far  as  I  have  now  admit- 
ted, I  maintain  that  the  popular  story  of 
Abraham  Lincoln  is  unhlstoric— fit  only  to  be 
relegated  to  the  category  ot  myths.  There  is 
no  good  reason  to  think  that  he  was  ever  re- 
elected to  the  presidency,  for  we  have  no 
certain  record  of  any  official  act  of  his  sub- 
sequent to  the  close  of  bis  term  of  four  years. 
He  seems  to  have  been  succeeded  Immediate- 
ly at  the  close  of  such  term  by  one  Andrew 
Johnson. 

The  story  of  his  assassination  suggests  in 
all  its  details  the  hand  of  a  novelist  or  a  play- 
wright. The  time  chosen  for  the  tragedy,  a 
Good    Friday   night;    the   place,   a   crowded 


theater;  the  assassin,  a   professional  actor  ot 


tragedy;  the  murderer's  dramatic  leap  upon 
the  stage,  brandishing  the  weapon  of  death 
and  exclaiming  In  dramatic  tones,  "Sic  sem- 
per tyrannis!"  (which,  it  may  be  remarked, 
was  simply  the  legend  of  the  State  of  Vir- 
ginia); the  vast  audience  paralyzed  with 
amazement  or  fear— all  these  accessories  seem 
like  skillfully  arranged  settings  for  the  tragic 
climax  of  a  romance  or  a  drama.  All  I  here 
claim,  however,  is  that  the  story  looks  artl- 
clai  and  suspicious  on  Its  face. 

It  is  wholly  immaterial  that  tne  story  ap- 
pears to  have  been  generally  believed  by  the 
American  people  In  the  latter  part  of  the 
nineteenth  century,  or  in  the  following  three 
or  tour  centuries;  such  ancient' belief  does 
not  even  tend  to  prove  that  the  story  Is 
true— It  Is  rather  a  reason  lor  doubting  it. 
It  i.i  essential  for  the  higher  historical 
criticism— the  sine  qua  non  of  its  possi- 
bility—that the  speculations  of  modern  critics 
should  not  be  handicapped  by  the  beliefs 
of  the  people,  or  by  the  views  of  the  so- 
called  historians  ,  of  early  ages— before  the 
dawn  of  scientific  historical  criticism.  For 
whatever  believers  ,ln  this  myth  may  say  to 
the  contrary,  it  is  simply  a  fact  that  history— 
I  mean  true  scientific  history— had  Its  origin 
with  the  African  renaissance.  All  that 
transpired  before  the  overthrow  ot  Ayran 
power  in  Europe  and  America  and  the  final 
triumph  of  African  supremacy  in  both  hemis- 
pheres, belongs  to  the  Dark  Ages. 

Further  on  the  learned  African  professor 
decides  that  "the  story  Is  the  outgrowth  of 
hero  worship,  so  prevalent  In  the  nineteenth 
century.  The  Aryau  ra.ee  was  given  to  the 
love  of  the  wonderful  and  to  the  Idolatry  ot 
Ub  great  men.  We  have  this  utory  of  Lincoln, 
Just  as  we  have  the  storfer  of  Columbus'.  Of 
Washington,  of  Cromwell,  01  Charlemagne, of - 
King  Arthur,  of  Romulus  and  Remus,  crt  the 
Cid,  of  Amadls  de  Gaul  and  of  Don  ( uiixote. 
They  are  one  and  all  the  outgrowth  of  this 
love  of  the  wonderful  and  this  herp- 
worshlp,  and  as  Huxley  said  ot  mir- 
acles, I  may  with  equal  appro- 
priateness say  of  these  stories,  'If  one 
is  false  all  may  be  false. '  The  age  lacked  tho 
historical  temper.  It  wa9  prone  to  believe 
every  marvelous  story  told  of  its  heroes.  Wo 
have  learned  to  expect  such  stories  in  the 
narratives  of  that  time,  but  they  aro  no  longer 
acceptable  to  the  dispassionate  criticism  of 
an  age  of  scientific  thought.  As  was  said  by 
Mro.   Ward  in  her  'New    Reformation'    of  hls- 


)?1 la"3,De'ore  her  time,  we  may  now  say  of 
lie  historians  of  the  nineteenth  century 
'  I  hey  represented  the  exceptional,  the  tradi- 
tional, the  miraculous,  and  they  have  had  to 
give  way  to  the _ school  representing  the  nor? 
mal,  the  historical,  the  rational  '  " 

This  consideration  of  the  "myth"  closes 
Jlththe  remark  that  as  the  emancipation 
proclamation  was  the  occasion  for  the  discus" 
■ton,  the  writer  will  proceed  to  discredit  that 
siippos  tltiousdocument. thereby  discrediting 
the  entire  popular  tradition  of  which it  '« 
component  part.  This  paper,  giving  six  rea- 
sons for  disbelieving  the  historic  truth  or  the 

ce'mber  ESSE?**  W,U    "PPearin  tU°  U° 
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DIVINITY   OF  LINCOLN 


What  Heroes  Should  Sunday 
Schools  Study? 

The  biographies  of  heroes  seem   to  he 
accepted  by  most  religious  educationalists 
as  the  proper  material  for  Sunday  school 
study  in  the  early  teen  ages,  and  even  be- 
fore  that.     But  what   biographies    should 
be  used?     The  Palo  Alto,  Cal.,  Unitarian 
school  of  religion  recently  tried  to  settle 
the  question,  and  put  it  to  a  vote.     With 
twenty   persons   submitting:  lists,   Lincoln 
was  named  by  17.    Jesus,  Florence  Night- 
ingale,   and    Franklin,    received    8    votes 
each.     Washington  and  Jane  Addams  had 
6  each.     Socrates,   St.    Paul,  ..St.    Francis, 
Columbus,  David  Starr  Jordan,  and  Tol- 
stoy had  3  each.     Buddha,  Joan  of  Arc, 
Galileo,  and  Gandhi  had  4  each.     William 
of    Orange,    Michelangelo,    Alfred,    Dick- 
ens, Luther,  Livingstone,  Savonarola,  Bee- 
thoven,   Leonardo    da    Vinci,    Jacob    Riis, 
Woodrow  Wilson,  Mark  Twain,  Emerson, 
Louisa  Alcott,  Robert  E.  Lee,  Clara  Bar- 
ton,   and    Booker   T.    Washington    had    2 
each.      A   great    number    were    suggested 
once. 

3'".'. 


Lincoln  and  His  Message. 
To  tin-  Editor  of  The  New  York  Times: 

America's  Immortal  President,  historians 
tell  us,  acquired  much  of  Ills  Unowledse  by 
reading  borrowed  books  under  an  old  oak 
tree  near  Old  Salem.  Day  after  day  and 
week  after  week  he  sat  In  the  shade  of  tills 
tree  and  moved  as  the  sun  shifted  (lie 
shadows.  They  tell  us  that  at  times  he  was 
so  absorbed  that  people  thought  and  said 
he  ivas  crazv.  And  as  the  years  pass  the 
words  of  Lincoln  and  his  message  lake  on 
an  added  lustre  from  the  immortality  of 
their    truth    and    beaut> 


New   Brunswick, 


SAMt'EL    BKRNARD 

N.   J.,   Feb.  9.    1H--".. 


Not  Alarming  After  All 

A  little  Hoosier  visiting  at  Springfield, 
111.,  ran  to  her  mother  out'  day  after  a 
trip  over  the  city,  saving': 

"Oh,  mother,  any  little  boy  or  j>ir]  who 
turns  his  back  on  Lincoln's  statue  will  be 
fined  $-2.5." 

"Oh,    surely    not,    dear,''    said    mother. 

' '  Yes.   T  read  it,  mother. 

'•Well,''  said  mother,  "tell  me  just  what 
you    read." 

"It  said:  'Any  one  dofaeinjj  this  statue 
of'  Lincoln  will  be  fined  $2o.'  "  -Indianap- 
olis Xrics. 


President  Lincoln's  Verses. 

AXE  of  our  correspondents,  whose  father 
^■^  was  a  great  friend  of  President  Lin- 
coln, writes  us  that  in  the  article  about 
Scripture  verses  which  the  Presidents 
have  kissed,  we  left  out  President  Lincoln 
and  the  Scripture  which  he  kissed. 

We  are  told  by  this  friend  that  it  was 
Psalm  121,  also  a  favorite  of  one  or  two 
of  the  later  Presidents.  Our  informant 
tells  us  that  Mr.  Lincoln  said  it  was  his 
mother's  favorite,  and  that  she  taught  him 
to  repeat  it  when  he  was  a  child.  No 
wonder  that  this,  one  of  the  choicest  of 
all  I  he  Psalms,  was  the  great  President's 
favorite. 


LINCOLNLIKE  FATHERS, 

,*  ,'■ 

[New  York  Timesi  '  f* 
The  Rev.  C.  Everett  Wagner,  In 
the  West  Side  Methodist  church, 
said  in  a  Father's  day  sermon  that 
there  were  "fifty-seven  varieties  of 
fathers."  All  shades  of  fatherhood 
may  be  found  in  New  York,  he  re- 
marked, adding-:  "The  lowest  of 
th^  lowest  is  the  man  who  is  mere- 
ly a  physical  father.  That  sort  of 
parent  Is  far  beneath  animals.  The 
lowest  type  of  a  father  is  a  finan- 
cial father.  His  sole  responsibility 
is  supplying  the  material  necessities 
for  his  child.  He  Is  a  pagan  father 
and  properly  belongs  in  the  same 
companionship  with  animals  who 
also  provide  for  those  wants  of 
their  offspring. 

"The  next  lowest  variety  of  fa- 
thers is  the  father  by  t*lk.  Ho  fur- 
nishes the  money  and  informs  his 
family  exactly  how  to  live,  the 
right  kind  of  a  moral  and  religious 
life  by  his  talk,  talk,  and  more  talk.  | 
The  parents  believe  that  he  is  do-  < 
ing  a  splendid  thing  for  his  chil- 
dren by  pointing  out  the  path  which 
they  should  travel,  while  he  pre- 
fers and  Is  actually  running  a  fast 
rate  in  the  immoral  direction.  The 
only  persons  that  this  sort  of  fa- 
thers fool  are  themselves,  for  they 
are  tho  laughing'  stock  of  their  chil- 
dren. , 

'"The  noblest  father  known  to  the 
children  of  men  is  the  one  who  is  a 
companion  father,  a  religious  fa- 
ther, a  moral  father  and  a  financial 
father.  This  greatest  ideal  of  a 
father  combines  all  of  these  differ- 
ent aspects.  If  one  of  them  is  lack- 
ing it  belongs  to  a  lower  variety. 
Such  an  ideal  father  was  Abraham 
Lincoln.  The  happy,  congenial  re- 
lationship between  Father  Lincoln 
and  his  son  should  be  carefully  stud- 
led  by  every  father.  The  children 
of  America  want  more  Llncolnlike 
fathers." 


LINCOLN  AS  AN  AMERICAN  SAINT. 

The  War  President   Eulogized    by   fier.  I>i\ 
Cbarles  H.  Eaton  of  New  York. 

New  York,  Feb. .  10  (Special)— At  the 
Church  of  the  Divine  Paternity,  yesterday, 
the  Rev.  Dr.  Charles  H.  Eaton  preached 
on  "The  Moral  Orandeur  of  Abraham  Lin- 
con."  "The  Roman  Catholic  Church  is 
about  to  canonize  Its  first  American  saint, 
thus  adding  from  the  new  world  one  more 
to  the  long  list  of  its  devotees.  While  some 
may  object  to  the  worship  of  salnt3  or  to 
the  exclusive  rule  upon  which  the  selec- 
tion of  candidates  for  ecclesiastical  honor 
is  made,  none  can  quarrel  with  the  under- 
lying principle  upon  which  salntship  rests. 
A  saint  is  not  a  perfect  being,  but  one  who 
devotes  himself  with  pure  purpose  and  con- 
spicuous success  to  the  realization  of  some 
lofty  moral  object.  Among  this  number  I 
would  award  the  palm  of  salntship  to 
Abraham  Lincoln,  and  set  aside  one  day  on 
the  church  calendar  upon  which  men  and 
women  of  many  generations  might  recall 
with  iftlmlrutlon  and  love  the  exalted  ser- 
vice and  tho  moral  grandeur  of  the  saviour 
of  his  country." 
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Proving  a  Myth. 


Further    Information  mc 

WE  arc  indebted  to  Brother  Wharton  S. 
Jones  of  the  Linden  Avenue  Christian 
Church,  Memphis,  for  the  following  com- 
munication concerning  our  discussion  of  the 
appearance  of  Jesus: 

The  August  10th  issue  of  "The  Christian- 
Evangelist"  contains  an  article  by  Brother 
Joseph  W.  Hall.  giving  an  account  of  an 
"Interesting  relic  in  the  possession  of  a  St. 
Louis  lady."  This  "Relic"  gives  tlx-  "De- 
scription  of  Jesus."  If  any  of  your  readers 
will  turn  to  p.  iMo,  1st  volume  of  W.  K.  H. 
Lecky's  History  of  Rationalism  in  Europe 
there  one  will  rind  a  full  account  of  this 
"Description   of   Jesus." 

For  the  benefit  of  your  leaders  who  may 
not  have  ready  access  to  Lecky's  works,  J 
submit    the    following  ! 

"In  the  early  Church  there  arose  a  fierce 
controversy  in  regard  to  the  personal  ap- 
pearance of  Jesus.  Some  held  the  view  that 
he  was  the  most  'beautiful  of  the  sons  of 
men.'  The  Iconoclasts  of  the  Greek  church 
held  to  the  view  that  'Jesus  was  the  ugliest 
of  the  sons  of  men.'  Now  to  quote  from 
Lecky:  Of  which  (meaning  the  view  of  the 
Iconoclasts)  Justin  Martyr,  Turtullian,  and 
Cyril  of  Alexandria  were  the  principal  ad- 
vocates. The  last  declared  that  Christ  had 
been  'the  ugliest  of  the  sons  of  men.'  This 
theory  furnished  Celsus  with  one  of  his  ar- 
guments against  Christianity.  The  opposite 
view  was  taken  by  Jerome,  Ambrose,  Chry- 
sostom,  and  John  Damascene.  With  a  view 
of  supporting  the  latter  opinion,  there  was 
forged  a  singularly  beautiful  letter,  alleged 
to  have  been  written  to  the  Roman  Senate 
by  Dentulus,  who  was  pro-consul  in  Judea 
before  Herod,  and  in  which  the  following 
passage  occurs:  "At  this  period  there  ap- 
peared a  man,  who  is  still  living — a  man 
endowed  with  wonderful  power — his  name  is 
Jesus  Christ.  Men  say  that  He  is  a  mighty 
prophet :  but  His  disciples  call  Him  Son  of 
God.  He  calls  the  dead  to  lit'.',  and  frees 
tin-  sick  from  every  form  of  disease.  He  is 
tall  of  stature,  and  his  aspect  is  sweet  and 
full  of  power,  so  that  they  who  look  upon 
him  may  at  once  love  and  fear  him.  The 
hair  of  his  head  is  of  the  color  of  wine;  as 
far  as  the  ears  it  is  straight  and  without 
glitter,  from  the  ears  to  the  shoulders  it 
is  curled  and  glossy,  and  from  the  shoulders 
it  descends  over  the  back,  divided  into  two 
parts  after  the  manner  of  the  Nazarenes. 
His  brow  is  pure  and  even,  his  countenance 
without  a  spot,  but  adorned  with  a  gentle 
glow;  his  expression  bland  and  open;  his 
nose  and  mouth  are- of  perfect  beauty;  his 
beard  is  copious,  forked,  and  of  the  colour 
of  his  hair;  his  eyes  are  blue  and  very 
bright.  In  reproving  and  threatening  he  is 
terrible;  in  teaching  anil  exhorting,  gentle 
and  loving.  The  grace  and  majesty  of  his 
appearance  are  marvellous.  No  one  has  seen 
him  laugh,  but  rather  weeping.  His  carriage 
is  erect;  his  hands  well  formed  and  straight: 
his  arms  of  passing  beauty.  Weighty  and 
grave  in  speech,  he  is  sparing  of  words.  He 
is   the   most   beautiful   of  the   sons  of  men. 

Nearly  all  archaeologists  have  inferred 
from  the  representations  of  the  fourth  cen- 
tury that  this  description  was  then  in  ex- 
istence. Dean  Milman.  however,  argues  from 
the  silence  of  St.  John  Damascene,  and  of 
the  disputants  of  the  second  Council  of 
Nice,    that   it    is   of   a   much    later   date. 

In  my  judgment  the  translation  of  the  let- 
ter as  given  In  Lecky's  book  is  superior  to 
that    given    in    "The    Evangelist." 

The  material  which  Brother  Jones  has 
brought  to  the  attention  of  our  readers  is 
another  illustration  of  the  untrustworthiness 
of  so  much  of  the  traditional  information 
which  has  come  down  to  us  concerning 
Christ  and  the  Apostles.  The  I  art  is  thai 
tradition,  in  the  majority  of  instances,  {jives 
us  more  fiction  than  truth  in  this  particular 
held.  It  is  no  wonder  that  the  Protestant 
reformers  broke  away  from  the  authority 
of  tradition  and  refused  to  accept  any  ec- 
clesiastical standards  aside  from  those  con- 
tained in  the  New  Testament  Scriptures. 
The    old    maxim    that     tin'    end    justilies    the 

means  appears  to  have  dominated  church 
leaders  from  an  early  date.  As  a  result 
pious    ecclesiastics    had    no    hesitation    about 


forging  documents  if  they  thought  that 
their  forgeries  would  exalt  the  church.  A 
thousand  years  before  the  discovery  of 
printing  it  was  quite  easy  to  circulate  spu- 
rious documents  with  very  little  chance 
that  the  fraud  would  be  discovered.  It 
would  be  easy  lo  cite  illustrations  ol  this 
sort  from  the  pages  of  historical  criticism. 
The  student  who  wishes  to  avoid  accepting 
untruths  as  a  part  of  his  mental  equipment 
will  do  well  to  .-linn  the  material  offered 
'  :"  ■"  'he  lield  of  theological  tradition. 


How  the  Renan  of  Two  Thousand  Tears  Hence 

Will  Relegate  Lincoln  to  the  Realm  of 

Imaginative  Fancy. 

[From  a  sermon  on  "  The  Historical  Jesus,"  by  Rev. 

Newell    Dwlgut   Hillls,  D.  D.,  as    reported   for  the 

Brooklyn  Eayle.] 

JVJOTHINQ  is  easier  than  proving  that  every 
A~  man  in  history  was  mythical.  Arch- 
bishop Whately  has  shown  conclusively  that 
Napoleon  never  lived.  Hy  carefully  scrutiniz- 
ing Washington's  addresses  one  can  find 
cryptograms  that  establish  the  fact  that 
Hamilton   and   Jefferson   invented   him. 

Why,  one  could  prove  in  live  minutes  that 
Aliruham  Lincoln,  the  emancipation  of  slaves, 
and  the  late  war  are  all  legends,  just  as 
Kenan  and  Strauss  suggest  that  many  things 
in   the  life  of  Jesus  are  mythical. 

Two  thousand  years  from  now  some  Re- 
nan of  American  history  will  investigate  the 
Lincoln  myth.  Then  his  argument  will  move 
along  these   lines. 

Beyond  all  doubt  there  must  have  been  at 
some  early  lime  a  collision  between  the  black 
race  and  the  white  race.  Patriotism  needs 
heroes.  Youth  fcctls  upon  the  godlike  qual- 
ities in  great  leaders. 

Needing  a  giant,  therefore,  the  far-off 
American  fathers  created  a  martyr.  They 
named  him  Abraham  Lincoln,  and  made  him 
tall  of  body  as  well  as  mind. 

but  in  building  up  the  myth  they  were 
very  clumsy.  If  they  had  named  him  John 
Lincoln,  they  might  have  deceived  us;  but 
Abraham — that  is   too  much. 

Abraham  means  the  freeman  and  the  eman- 
cipator, and  inasmuch  as  they  proposed  to 
make  him  free  slaves,  they  named  him  Abra- 
ham.    This  is   in  itself  very  suspicious. 

Not  content  with  casting  about  until  they 
found  the  title  Abram,  they  kept  on  until 
they  took  the  name  Ham,  which  was  the 
name  of  the  colored  race,  the  children  of 
Ham,  and  then  they  tacked  that  word  "Ham" 
on  lo  the  Abram.  This  not  only  stirs  sus- 
picion, hut  it  gives  absolute  certainty  of  the 
mythical  origin. 

Having  now  proved  beyond  the  possibility 
of  a  doubt  that  this  Abraham  Lincoln  was 
a  myth,  we  now  come  to  other  arguments, 
though  these  are  not  needed. 

In  building  this  myth  about  an  emancipa- 
tor they  made  Abraham  Lincoln's  vice-presi- 
dent to  be  called  Hannibal  Hamlin.  Inas- 
much as  this  administration  was  to  emanci- 
pate the  slaves,  who  were  the  sons  of  Ham, 
they  ventured  to  tack  this  Ham  on  to  the 
vice-president's   name,   calling   him    Hamlin. 

Probably  they  did  the  same  thing  with  his 
given  name,  Hannibal.  It  may  be  that  the 
printers  of  two  thousand  years  ago  changed 
an  "m"  to  an  "n,"  for  without  doubt  the 
inventors  of  the  myth  named  the  vice-presi- 
dent Haiumilial  Hamlin,  which  has  been  cor- 
rupted to  Hannibal. 

But  having  now  proved  that  the  vice-presi- 
dent also  was  a  myth,  let  us  now  examine 
critically  the  growth  of  the  Idea  that  there 
was  any  rebellion  on  the  part  of  the  Southern 
States. 

Count  the  letters  in  the  name  of  Abra- 
ham I  incoln,  and  there  are  fourteen,  and 
the  letters  of  Hannibal  Hamlin,  and  there 
are  fourteen,  giving  us  the  exact  twenty- 
eight  States  that  they  represented,  showing 
us  how  the  creator  of  the  myth  worked  it 
out  mathematically. 

But  to-day  no  man  of  culture  can  believe 
for  a  moment  that  there  ever  was  any  Lin- 
coln or  Hamlin,  or  that  there  ever  was  auy 
war  with  the  South.  Our  scholarship  In  the 
year  4000  has  relegated  the  birthday  of 
Lincoln  to  the  limbo  of  exploded  supersti- 
tions. 

Now.  In  tin-  same  way.  one  can  take  any 
persounge  in  history — any  orator,  any  phi- 
losopher, statesman,  or  emperor — nud  in  a 
single  twenty-four  hours  produce  a  series  of 
statements  establishing  a  seeming  myth  or 
legend  round  about  an   historic  figure. 
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The  Moral  Grandeur  of  Lincoln    , 

There  are  no  new  Lincoln  stories,  but  there  is  a 
fascination  and  a  freshness  to  the  old  ones  that  makes 
them  perennially  interesting.  They  deserve  a  re-telling 
especially  those  which  reveal  the  fine  moral  fibre  which 
ran  through  his  being  and  throw  into  bold  relief  those 
mighty  principles  of  justice  and  righteousness  by  which 
he  guided  his  life.  It  is  good  for  us  to  hear  anew  some 
of  these  incidents  which  tell  of  his  integrity  and  of  his 
firm  reliance  upon  almighty  God. 

What  a  thrill,  for  instance,  it  gives  one  to  see  Lincoln, 
when  in  the  legislature  of  his  own  state,  turning  a  deaf 
ear  to  those  who  sought  to  get  his  support  for  a  meas- 
ure he  did  not  approve  by  promising  in  return  support 
of  the  movement  he  was  sponsoring,  to  remove  the  state 
capitol  to  Springfield,  and  hear  him  finally  say:  "You 
may  burn  my  body  to  ashes  and  scatter  them  to  the 
winds  of  heaven ;  you  may  drag  my  soul  down  to  the 
regions  of  darkness  and  despair  to  be  tormented  for- 
ever; but  you  will  never  get  me  to  support  a  measure 
which  I  believe  to  be  wrong,  although  by  so  doing  1 
may  accomplish  that  which  I  believe  to  be  right." 

And  how  it  warms  our  hearts  to  see  the  great,  gaum 
president  upon  his  knees,  wrestling,  Jacob-like,  with  the 
Almighty  and  coming  out  of  the  struggle  triumphani 
and  peaceful.     Once  when  asked  whether  he  was  anxiom 
about  the  Gettysburg  campaign  he  replied,  "No,  I  wa* 
not.     Some  were  fearful,  but  I  had  no  fears."  Asked 
by  General  Sickles  what  he  meant,  the  president  re- 
plied after  some  hesitation :  ' '  Well,  I  will  tell  you  how 
it  was.     In  the  pinch  of  our  campaign  up  there,  when 
everybody  seemed  panic-stricken,  and  nobody  could  tell 
what  was  going  to  happen,  oppressed  by  the  gravity  of 
our  affairs,  I  went  into  my  room  one  day  and  locked  the 
door,  and  got  down  on  my  knees  before  Almighty  God, 
and  prayed  to  him  mightily  for  victory  at  Gettysburg. 
I  told  him  this  was  his  war,  and  our  cause  his  cause, 
but  that  we  couldn't  stand  another  Fredericksburg  or 
Chancellorsville.    And  I  then  and  there  made  a  solemn 
vow  to  Almighty  God  that  if  he  would  stand  by  our  boys 
at  Gettysburg  I  would  stand  by  him.     And  he  did,  and  I 
will.     And  after  that  — I  don't  know  how  it  was  anel 
I  can't  explain  it —  but  soon  a  sweet  comfort  crept  in- 
to my  soid  that  things  woidd  go  all  right  at  Gettysburg, 
and  that  is  why  I  had  no  fears  about  it. ' ' 

Good  stories  these,  and  in  the  light  of  them  it  is  no 
wonder  that  the  American  people  revere  his  name  as 
they  do  none  other  of  their  sons  and  leaders.  They 
honor  his  memory  not  only  because  of  his  achievements 
as  the  executive  head  of  this  nation  at  a  time  of  great 
peril,  but  equally  as  much  because  of  the  integrity  of  his 
his  soul  and  the  magnificence  of  his  life. 


rurtis  Clark  are  not  undeserved : 

As  our  red  prairies  are,  and  more  in 

That  God  had  loaned  us  for  a  time  His  Best. 
And  now  the  nations,  since  their  kings  are  gone, 
Have  taken  him  across  the  wide-flung  sea 
To  rule  their  hearts  as  well  as  ours;  to  he 
The  goal  of  their  desires,  with  breaking  dawn. 
When  Lincoln  spoke  of  Washington  he  said:  "On 
that  name  a  eulogy  is  expected.    It  cannot  be.    To  add 
brightness  to  the  sun,  or  glory  to  the  name  of  Washing- 
ton, is  alike  impossible.    Let  none  attempt  it,     In  solemn 
awe  pronounce  the  name,  and  in  its  naked,  deathless 
splendor  leave  it  shining  on."    And  what  he  said  of  the 
Father  of  his  Country  is  equally  true  of  himself. 


Lights  of  Ages  and  of  Nations 
A  Character  Comparison  of  Jesus  of  Nazareth  and  Abraham  Lincoln 


Nineteen  centuries  ago,  in  a  humble  stable  in  an  out- 
lying province  of  the  great  Roman  Empire,  a  man-child 
was  born,  destined  to  become  the  greatest  ethical  teacher 
and  moral  leader  of  the  world — a  man  whose  spiritual 
message,  and  whose  life,  were  to  go  ringing  down  the 
sweep  of  the  ages,  and  whose  character  was  to  be  one 
of  the  brightest  spots  on  the  oftentimes  dark  pages  of 
history. 

Some  eighteen  centuries  later,  in  a  rough  log  cabin 
in  a  then  newly  settled  and  little  known  territory  of  a 
newborn  nation,  was  born  another  man-child,  whose 
life  and  character  were  fated  to  be  a  beacon  light  not 
only  to  his  own  nation,  but  to  the  modern  world  as 
well.  It  is  of  these  two  great  men — so  different  in 
their  time  and  environment,  and  yet  so  similar  in  their 
character  and  principles,  that  this  article  is  to  treat. 

There  is  a  pronounced  similarity  between  Jesus  of 
Nazareth,  Syrian  Jew  of  the  First  Century,  and  Abra- 
ham Lincoln,  Anglo-Saxon  American  of  the  Eighteenth. 
This  similarity  is  shown  not  only  in  their  unforgettable 
messages,  but  in  their  lives  and  characters  as  well.  For 
a  moment,  then,  may  we  not  consider  their  early  lives, 
remembering  always  that  each  was  a  typical  product  of 
his  time  and  people. 

How  striking  a  coincidence  it  is  when  we  remember 
that  each  began  life  in  the  field  of  carpentry.  We  have 
the  picture  of  Jesus,  the  growing  lad,  working  in  the 
shop  of  his  father  Joseph,  the  Nazarene  Carpenter, 
handling  the  plane,  swinging  the  adze,  to  fell  the  wood, 
and  fashioning  it  into  yokes  and  other  articles  for  the 
use  of  his  fellow  town  folk.  Then  we  have  the  similar 
picture  of  Lincoln,  the  rail-splitter,  famed  in  his  locality 
as  the  best  man  among  them  when  it  came  to  the  use  of 
the  carpenter's  tools.  No  wonder  both  were  strong, 
with  muscles  like  bands  of  steel — they  were  out-door 
boys,  who  grew  through  hard  work  into  real  men  phys- 
ically as  well  as  mentally  and  ethically. 

We  have  another  parallel  in  their  mental  development 
— Jesus  reading  the  books  of  Jewish  law  and  religion, 
and  questioning  the  learned  doctors  in  the  temple ;  Lin- 
coln studying  by  the  light  of  the  fire,  walking  miles  to 
borrow  new  books,  and  eagerly  interrogating  everyone 
who  could  give  him  further  knowledge. 

We  know,  too,  that  each  of  these  extraordinary  char- 
acters was  a  social  being,  and  most  democratic  in  his 
choice  of  companions.  Jesus  was  not  governed  by  the 
social  laws  of  his  time — he  consorted  with  those  in 
whose  company  he  found  pleasure,  and  who  he  could 
help,  whether  they  were  high-born,  or  of  low  estate. 
The  most  striking  case  of  Lincoln's  democracy  is  to  be 
found  in  an  account  of  his  entry  into  Richmond  at  the 
close  of  the  Civil  War,  when  he  gave  the  death  blow 
to  false  pride  and  aristocracy  by  clasping  the  hand  of 
a  freed  Negro  who  came  to  thank  him,  in  spite  of  the 
only  too  apparent  displeasure  and  disapproval  of  those 
standing  by.  The  spirit  behind  these  acts  was  similar 
— a  tribute  to  human  worth,  regardless  of  color,  creed 
or  social  position. 

Volumes  have  been  written  about  these  two  men  from 
the  biographical  viewpoint,  and  after  all,  this  article  is 
a  character-sketch,  and  not  a  history.  We  shall  there- 
fore pass  quickly  to  a  consideration  of  the  attributes 
which  made  these  two  great,  and  we  shall  be  impressed 


with  the  fact  that  they  were  great  mainly  for  identical 
reasons. 

What  makes  greatness?  Material  success,  say  some 
— and  yet  how  many  who  achieve  it  pass  on  and  are 
forgotten.  No — character,  and  character  alone — makes 
a  man  great,  and  in  Jesus  and  Lincoln  the  light  of  char- 
acter shone  at  its  brightest.  Many  heroes  in  history 
have  been  admired,  a  goodly  number  have  been  loved, 
but  few  have  been  revered,  and  none  other  has  com- 
manded the  almost  universal  reverence  which  attaches 
to  the  Great  Teacher  of  Nazareth,  and  the  Martyred 
President  of  our  own  country. 

And  why  this  reverence  ?  Why  indeed !  Both  had 
wisdom,  patience,  gentleness,  sympathy  and  love  for 
their  fellows,  almost,  if  not  entirely,  past  men's  under- 
standing. 

In  reading  our  New  Testament,  and  in  perusing  the 
letters  and  public  utterances  of  Lincoln,  we  are  forced 
to  remark  the  similarity  of  spiritual  thought — in  each 
case,  of  course,  embroidered  with  the  language  of  the 
time.  On  the  one  hand  we  have  the  divine  command — 
"Love  ye  one  another,"  and  other  injunctions  to  love 
our  enemies,  and  on  the  other  we  have  the  ringing 
message  of  the  Second  Inaugural — "With  malice 
toward  none;  with  charity  for  all."  Back  of  each  was 
the  same  love  of  humanity — the  same  desire  to  bind 
up  the  wounds  of  hatred  and  strife. 

We  are  furnished  with  further  proof  of  this  love  of 
humanity,  and  determination  to  see  the  granting  of  full 
justice  to  the  poor  and  lowly,  in  two  stories  which  show 
that  these  great  leaders  were  ready  to  .use  every  means 
at  their  command  to  aid  their  fellows  in  unfortunate 
circumstances. 

The  first  instance  is  the  well-known,  and  never-to- 
be-forgotten  episode  of  the  money  changers  in  the 
temple.  The  Hebrew  peasants,  wishing  to  make  sacri- 
fice to  Jehovah,  their  God,  were  unmercifully  gouged  by 
those  who  sold  doves,  oxen,  and  other  sacrificial  crea- 
tures at  exorbitant  prices — preying  like  vultures  upon 
the  religious  spirit  of  those  who  came  from  great  dis- 
tances, often,  to  worship  at  the  temple  in  Jerusalem. 
So  indignant  was  Jesus  at  this  that  suddenly  he  turned 
on  those  who  were  making  the  house  of  prayer  into  a 
den  of  thieves  and  drove  them  out,  so  that  the  truly 
pious  might  observe  their  rites  unmolested  and  un- 
worried. 

This  story  is  suggestive  of  another — that  of  Lincoln 
before  the  slave-block  in  New  Orleans.  As  the  young 
steamboat  pilot  watched  the  ruthless  breaking  up  of 
families,  and  the  selling  of  human  beings  like  cattle  to 
satisfy  the  pride  and  greed  of  others,  he  exclaimed: 
"If  I  ever  get  a  chance  to  hit  this  thing,  I'll  hit  it  hard." 
Of  course  this  latter  lacked  the  dramatic  instantaneous 
action  of  the  former  episode,  but  the  motive  behind  it 
was  just  as  strong,  and  similarly  high. 

Both  Jesus  and  Lincoln  were  unparalleled  leaders  of 
men.  They  possessed  the  same  great  power  of  inspiring 
confidence,  and  bringing  out  the  best  in  those  with 
whom  they  came  in  contact.  They  understood  the  frail- 
ties and  weakness  of  humanity,  but  they  also  appre- 
ciated the  inherent  divinity  therein — an  appreciation 
which  has  been  lacking  in  many  otherwise  great  leaders. 
Both  saw  that  in  every  clod  lay  hid  a  spark,  which  could 
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be  fanned  into  a  glorious  flame  by  sympathy,  under- 
standing and  encouragement. 

Both  of  these  great  leaders  suffered  similarly  from 
the  misunderstanding  of  the  grosser  minds  around 
them,  which  could  not  appreciate  the  greatness  of  their 
souls.  Yet  both  had,  in  an  almost  phenomenal  degree, 
patience  with  those  who  would  not  learn  the  great  mes- 
sages their  leader  carried.  We  have  Jesus  overlooking 
the  indignation  of  his  disciples  at  the  village  which 
refused  him  welcome :  we  have  Lincoln  smiling  at  the 
indignation  of  his  friend  who  brought  him  word  that 
the  Secretary  of  War  had  called  him,  the  President,  a 
fool.  Both  Jesus  and  Lincoln  had  that  power  to  dif- 
ferentiate between  trivialities  and  things  that  really 
matter  which  is  the  final  stamp  of  true  greatness  of 
character. 

We  find  each,  too,  undergoing  the  great  mental 
struggle  which  comes  to  every  great  leader  before  he 
starts  on  his  mission.  Jesus  wrestled  with  his  own 
fears,  doubts  and  misgivings  for  forty  days  and  nights ; 
those  who  rode  the  circuit  with  Lincoln  testify  to  the 
almost  terrible  silences  into  which  he  would  be  plunged 
at  times.  Who  can  know  what  anguish  was  tearing 
these  great  souls  in  such  moments  ?  Would  they  suc- 
ceed? Were  they  perhaps  mistaken  in  believing  them- 
selves men  of  destiny?  Both,  however,  as  the  truly 
great  ever  do,  laid  the  ghosts  of  doubt  and  fear,  turned 
their  hands  to  the  plow,  went  forward  to  the  realization 
of  their  great  purposes — and,  similarly,  each  gave  his 
life  for  the  cause  he  sponsored. 


The  outstanding  characteristics  of  Jesus  and  Lincoln 
— the  qualities  which  have  endeared  them  to  millions, 
and  assured  them  unique  places  in  the  halls  of  history 
— were  gentleness  and  forgiving  spirit.  They  under- 
stood the  temptations  which  beset  every  son  of  man. 
They  appreciated  that  an  error  sincerely  regretted  does 
not  mar  a  character  forever.  They  realized  the  truth 
that 

Men  may  rise  on  stepping  stones 
Of  their  dead  selves  to  higher  things. 

There  is  no  sublimer  saying  in  the  record  of  the  Gali- 
lean than  those  immortal  words  he  spoke  to  the  woman 
brought  to  him  for  condemnation — "Go  thy  way,  and 
sin  no  more."  Similarly  we  all  love  the  spirit  which 
prompted  Lincoln  to  save  by  pardon  so  many  soldier 
boys  sentenced  by  courts  martial,  and  echoing  the  words 
of  the  Nazarene,  we  have  the  great  American's  dictum 
— "When  a  man  is  sincerely  penitent  for  his  misdeeds, 
and  gives  satisfactory  evidence  of  the  same,  he  can 
safely  be  pardoned,  and  there  is  no  exception  to  the 
rule!" 

The  pages  of  the  Book  of  Life  are  dark  in  spots — 
but  glorious  in  others  with  the  brilliance  lent  by  great 
characters  which  have  trod  the  stage  of  the  world. 
But  above  all  others  two  figures — the  Great  Teacher  of 
Galilee,  and  the  Chosen  Prophet  of  the  American  people 
—tower  solitary  and  alone  on  the  horizon  of  history. 

William  Newman  Chew. 
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Lincoln's  Likeness  to  Jesus 


ABRAHAM  LINCOLN'S  greatness  is  to  some 
people  a  persistent  mystery.  They  think  of  his 
humble  origin,  his  meager  schooling,  his  poverty, 
|  his  dark  broodings  and  his  unhappy  days;  and  they 
!  wonder  how  he  could  have  come  to  his  unchallenged 
i    place  in  America's  heart. 

They  admit  that  he  had  political  skill  amounting  to 
genius.  They  admit  his  gift  for  lofty  thought  and 
simple  eloquence.  They  recognize  that  he  was  made,  in 
part,  because  he  came  into  public  notice  in  a  troubled 
and  portentous  time.  They  do  not  deny  him  high  qual- 
ities of  sympathy,  sincerity,  courage,  and  faith.  And 
yet  they  wonder. 

Is  it,  perhaps,  because  they  do  not  think  of  him  as 
an  incarnation? 

He   was   not   a    radical   Abolitionist.      He    was    not    a 

I   peace-at-any-price  man.      He  was   uncertain,  until   near 

I   the  crisis  of  the  great  struggle,  as  to  what  he  ought  to 

|  do  with  some  of  the  greatest  questions  that  confronted 

him.     He  did  not  suit  Stanton,  nor  Greeley,  nor  William 

Lloyd  Garrison. 

In  a  word,  he  was  the  incarnate  spirit  of  the  North; 
moderate,  not  always  sure,  vastly  burdened,  but  full  of 
a  pathetic  and  passionate  desire  to  find  a  way  out  that 
should  save  the  things  that  mattered. 

When  the  country  looked  at  Lincoln's  tall,  ungainly 
form  it  saw  itself — its  better  self,  for  the  most  part;  but 
itself.  That  was  something  Sumner  could  not  under- 
stand. 

In  Lincoln  the  people  of  the  Union  saw  a  man  who  was 
where  he  could  do  what  most  of  them  would  have  done 
in  his  place,  if  they  had  been  wise  enough  and  brave 
enough.  Their  hearts  beat  in  unison  with  his.  He  was 
them,  in  a  true  and  very  wonderful  sense. 


Every  passing  year  confirms  the  reality  of  this  feeling. 
It  is  something  quite  different  from  the  homage  paid  to 
Washington.  It  is  the  realization  that  Lincoln  himself 
was,  essentially,  the  nation.  Its  struggles  were  his  strug- 
gles ;  its  doubts  his  doubts.  Its  sometimes  uncertain  pur- 
pose became  in  him,  in  due  time,  a  resolute  and  direct 
policy.   And  then  men  said,  "That's  just  what  we  meant!" 

Long  ago  it  was  said  by  a  philosopher  speaking  to 
lovers  of  philosophy,  that  God  is  not  very  far  from 
every  one  of  us;  that  in  him  we  live  and  move  and  have 
our  being.  And  for  proof  he  turned  to  the  story  of  God 
incarnate — as  the  phrase  is,  God  manifest  in  the  flesh. 
"That  man,"  said  Paul,  "whom  he  hath  ordained." 

The  hold  of  Jesus  on  the  hearts  of  men  is  in  that  he 
is,  not  a  nation  incarnate,  as  Lincoln  was,  but  the  race 
incarnate.  He  was  tempted  in  all  points  as  we  are.  He 
bore  our  griefs  and  carried  our  sori*ows.  He  lived  our 
life,  not  in  seeming,  but  in  fact. 

But  the  uniqueness  of  Jesus,  above  all  Lincolns  and 
Cromwells  and  Jeanne  d'Arcs,  is  that  he  is  not  only 
humanity  in  one  person,  but  as  he  reveals  man  so  also 
he  reveals  God.  In  him  dwells  all  the  fulness  of  the 
Godhead  bodily.  When  the  preacher  would  make  us  to 
understand  the  heart  of  the  Almighty,  he  says,  "Our  God 
is  a  Christ-like  God." 

Abraham  Lincoln,  the  incarnation  of  America's  strug- 
gle for  life,  has  his  high  day;  and  his  place  in  the  hearts 
of  his  countrymen  will  never  be  taken  by  another.  But 
he  and  all  the  other  Greathearts  of  the  ages  yield  to 
him  who  is  the  Incarnation  of  man's  desire  for  God,  and 
God's  love  for  man — "the  holiest  among  the  mighty,  the 
mightiest  among  the  holy,  who  has  lifted  with  his  pierced 
hands  empires  off  their  hinges,  has  turned  the  stream  of 
centuries  out  of  its  channel,  and  still  governs  the  ages." 
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New  Church  For  Aked 

It  is  announced   from  Los   Angeles   thai l  Dr. 
Chile:  V.  Aked  is  ■*«**£,;  Tt^X 

Bm§mm 

i<  a  Coneregationahst  01  a  eapusi  "l  «l 
lit  seems  noV that  he  is  to  become  whatnot,  as| 
neither  the  Baptists  nor  the  Congregationalism  are 

^Sfatit  ifui-pSle  for  an  honest  and  sin- 
«3l   .<  intelligent  clergyman  to  change  his 

■  jw»wn  ill  sorts  of  denominations.  But  it  is 
*«v  ouestionaile  whether  the  religious  declama- 
very  au« tionawe  steadying  of 

3s  A  fmenS!  course  it  has  been  sty  ed 
"Aked  and  unashamed"  by  some  witty  phrase 
maker  As  a  force  for  the  helping  of  men  it  is 
maKci.    -^  \ftpr-ill  nro^ress  as  we  must, 

of  doubttul  value.    After  all,  P"*™5J  *  ,«R    k  of 

himself  ceases  to  be  a  clergyman. 


Agent  of  Divine  Plan 


i-n-n 


Dr.  Hubert  Worl 
the  interior.  In  an  article  entitled 
"Lincoln.  An  Agent  of  the  Divine 
Plan"  pays  an  eloquent  tribute  to 
the  emancipator.  In  conclusion 
Secretary  Work  says  of  the  great 
war  president: 

"It  may  be  that  we  are  purposely 
limited  in  vision  so  that  we  may 
only  measure  that  which  is  hu- 
man. Our  minds  wander  if  we  at- 
tempt to  discover  the  border  line 
of  the  spirit  as  the  day  when  we 
for  ourselves  approach  it.  Other- 
wise we  might  attribute  to  Abra- 
ham Lincoln  a  divinity  designed  as 
an  instrument  to  meet  human 
needs.  Or  it  may  be  we  are  yet  so 
near  to  him  that  we  cannot  see 
him.  Or  because  the  manner  of 
his  death,  although  it  broke  the 
heart  of  a  nation,  was  less  tragic 
than  a  crucifixion.  I  do  not  know. 
But   he   did   Implant   beliefs  in   irn- 


secretary    oft  mortality    in    the    human    heart    as 
no  other  man  save  that  of  the  lowly^ 
Nassarine. 

"Perhaps  It  was  his  likeness  to 
our  human  equation,  and  because 
of  its  limitations,  that  we  cannot 
understand  his  spiritual  relations. 
That  belief  which  asserts  the  di- 
vinity of  Christ  to  be  one  of  degree 
only  and  that  the  spirit  of  God 
is  within  us  is  not  without  its  ap- 
peal, and  the  life  of  the  Great 
Emancipator  would  support  it. 

"The  silent  figure  of  a  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  obscured 
from  public  gaze  by  the  draperies 
of  a  pulpit,  seeking  courage  and  in- 
spiration from  the  prayers  of  the 
church  when  the  crisis  of  a  civil 
war  pended,  was  not  far  removed 
from  the  Master  in  the  garden  of 
Gethsemane. 

"Two  thousand  years  from  now, 
when  human  traits  attributed  to 
Abraham  Lincoln  and  regarded  as 
frailities  have  been  forgotten,  then 
the  world  may  see  him  also  as  an 
agent   of  the   divine    plan. 


Christian  Points  of  View:  ByHAZ™"™\edie 


LiINCOLN    AND   WASHINGTON    AND   TliK  CHURCH 

We  have  just  passed  through  the  patriotic 
February  birthday  season  of  Washington  and 
Lincoln  and  with  them  the  claims  for  church 
affiliation  Of  these  two  great  American  presi- 
dents. 

There  is  imp  contention  hut  that  Washing- 
ton was  a  member  in  full  standing  in  the 
Church  of  England  of  I  ho  early  days.  But 
thirty-four  churches  lis!  him  as  having  at- 
tended one  or  more  services  in  their  edifices. 
Washington  was  an  attendant  at  St.  Paul's 
Church  in  New  York  City  and  at  Christ 
Church,  Philadelphia,  when  ho  was  located 
in  those  cities  as  General  of  the  armies  and 
as  our  first  President.  But  his  home  pew 
was  at  Alexandria,  Va.,  and  the  old  family 
pew  is  still  preserved  in  that  church,  where 
Robert  E.  Lee  later  worshiped. 


Lincoln's  church  record  is  not  so  well 
known  but  in  his  later  days  he  was  a  very 
faithful  church  attendant.  Congregational- 
ists  have  claimed  him  because  his  lineage 
has  been  traced  to  the  Puritans ;  the  Quakers, 
because  his  forbears  later  lived  among  the 
Quakers  of  Pennsylvania.  The  Baptists  boast 
that  his  father  surely  (and  probably  his 
mother)  were  Baptists.  The  Methodists' 
claim  is  based  on  the  fact  I  hat  both  of 
Thomas  Lincoln's  marriages  (to  Nancy 
Hanks  and  to  Sarah  Johnson)  were  per- 
formed by  Methodist  ministers.  The  Epis- 
copalians claim  him  to  an  extent  because 
his  wife  (Mary  Todd)  was  an  Episcopalian 
when  they  were  married  and  attended  that 
church  in  Springfield,  111.  The  Presbyterians 
claim  him  because  after  his  little  boy,  Eddie, 
died  in  Springfield  and  the  pastor  of  the 
First  Presbyterian  Church  conducted  the 
funeral  (in  the  absence  of  the  Episcopalian 
rector),  the  Lincolns  held  a  pew  in  the  First 
Presbyterian  Church,  and  that  pew  is  still 
held  sacred,  together  with  a  letter  written 
by  Mr.  Lincoln  requesting  that  the  pew  be 
held  for  them  when  they  returned  from 
Washington.  When  the  Lincolns  went  to 
Washington  they  attended  the  New  York 
Avenue  Presbyterian   Church. 

The  Christians  have  a  claim  on  the  Lincoln 
tradition  since  Lincoln's  father  joined  the 
Christian  Church  in  Illinois  in  his  old  age. 
This  church  may  have  been  the  "New  Light" 
Christians  or  the  "Campbellite"  Christians, 
and  was  likely  the  latter  judging  from  the 
section  of  Illinois  in  which  he  lived. 

Possibly  one  or  two  more  churches  should 
be  added  to  the  Lincoln  church  tradition, 
for  Lincoln's  first  schoolmaster  in  Kentucky 
was  one  Zaehariah  Birney,  a  Catholic,  and 
Unitarians  have  claimed  that  he  was  really 
one  of  them  because  of  his  "Creed,"  which 
was  along  the  lines  of  love  to  God  and  man. 
which   the  Unitarians  profess  and  promote. 


But  Abraham  Lincoln  was  too  big  to 
"pigeon-hole"  in  any  one  denomination.  He 
belonged  to  the  Kingdom  of  God  on  earth 
and  his  deep  religious  nature  balked  at 
creeds  and  divisions  and  debates  which  were 
so  common  in  his  day  between  rival  denomi- 
nations. 

Another  thing  to  take  into  consideration 
regarding  Lincoln's  church  membership  is 
that  he  never  lived  where  there  was  an 
"honcst-to  goodness"  church  until  he  was  a 
man  grown.     He  was  twenty-eight  years  old 


when  he  came  to  Springfield.  111.,  and  wrote 
to  Mary  Owens  that  he  had  not  yet  attended 
church  in  Springfield  because  he  real i/.ed  that 
"he  would  not  know  how  to  act"  if  he  went. 
Lincoln    would    probably    have    agreed    with 
John  Stuart  Black ie's  lines: 
On  me  nor  priest,  nor  presbyter,  nor  Pope. 
Bishop  or  Dean,  may  stamp  a  party  name; 
But  Jesus  with   his  largely  human  scope, 
The  service  of  my  human  life  may  claim. 
Let  prideful  priests  do  battle  about  creeds. 
That    church   is  mine  that  does  most    Christ- 
like  deeds. 
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Last  Days  of  Lincoln 
Like  Those  of  Jesus 

A  striking  comparison  of  the  last 
days  of  Abraham  Lincoln  with  the 
last  days  of  Jesus  Christ  was  drawn 
by  Dr.  Harry  Irving  Rasmus  Jr., 
pastor  of  Central  Park  Methodist 
Church,  in  addressing  the  Mothers' 
Club  of  Buffalo  this  afternoon  in 
the  Buffalo  Consistory. 

"You  cannot  fathom  Lincoln's  life 
unless  you  trace  the  hand  of  God  in 
it,"  stressed  the  speaker.  "Anyone 
who  studies  the  Emancipator's  life 
without  seeing  that  background, 
studies  it  to  no  purpose." 

Dr.  Rasmus  called  especial  atten- 
tion to  the  indication  that  Lincoln 
in  his  great  addresses,  particularly 
the  Gettysburg  Message,  spoke  "not 
only  to  the  pedple  gathered  about 
him,  but  also  to  future  genera- 
tions," saying  that  "no  word  is 
more  significant  for  our  generation 
than  that  delivered  at  Gettysburg." 

Comparing  the  last  days  of  Lin- 
coln with  those  of  the  Saviour,  Dr. 
Rasmus  said  that  Jesus  had  one  day 
of  mortal  triumph  on  Palm  Sun- 
day, that  the  triumph  continued 
through  Good  Friday,  culminating 
in  the  Easter  Sunday  climax.  Lin- 
coln, he  said,  also  experienced  a 
day  of  mortal  triumph  on  Palm 
Sunday,  April  9,  1865,  when  Gen. 
Lee  surrendered  to  Gen.  Grant,  lift- 
ing the  burden  of  warfare  from  the 
country.  Lincoln  was  shot  on  Good 
Friday,  April  15,  and  "walked  the 
streets  of  the  City  of  God"  on  Eas- 
ter Sunday.  ,<  '  -» 


Washington  and  Lincoln  Prayed 

By  THE  REV.  SAMUEL  W.  PURVIS,  D.  D. 


EXT:  And  he  set  up 
the  pillars  in  the 
porch  of  the  temple: 
and  he  set  up  the 
right  pillar,  and  he 
called  the  name 
thereof  Jachin:  and  he  set  up  the 
left  pillar,  and  he  called  the  name 
thereof  Boaz.—l  Kings  7:21. 

• 
T7EBRUARY  has  especial  hon- 
*•  or  among  Americans  because 
it  gave  birth  to  two  of  our 
great  men.  On  February  22, 
1732,  George  Washington  was 
born  in  Virginia.  February  12, 
1809,  Abraham  Lincoln  was 
born  in  Kentucky. 

If  Washington  had  a  supreme 
genius  it  was  the  genius  of  char- 
acter. He  was  well  rounded. 
Not  a  brilliant  soldier  like  Na- 
poleon, with  whom  he  has  been 
compared.  His  military  career 
wasn't  spectacular  like  that  of 
Arnold,  or  Lee,  or  Mad  Anthony 
Wayne.  His  pen  wasn't  facile 
like  Hamilton's.  He  had  not  the 
oratorical  gifts  of  Patrick  Hen- 
ry of  William  Pinkney.  Frank- 
lin excelled  him  in  intellect, 
Hancock  in  statesmanship  and 
Jefferson  in  personal  influence. 
He  excels  all  in  the  might  of  his 
personal  character.  He  stands 
erect,  the  great  central  figure  of 
the  American  Revolution. 

\ITASHINGTON  had  a  rare  sol- 
*  *  dier  spirit  —  self  effacing, 
courageous,  enduring.  Those  who 
underrate  his  military  ability 
haven't  followed  closely  his  ca- 
reer. No  great  general  ever  had 
such  limited  resources. 

After  the  war  the  young  Re- 
public needed  a  President,  some 
one  to  lead  in  untrodden  paths, 
pilot  in  uncharted  waters.  Wash- 
ington was  chosen.  Everywhere 
was  chaos.  The  colonies  were 
bound  together  by  a  rope  of 
sand.  Not  a  vestige  of  national 
government  existed.  Months  be- 
fore the  Continental  Congress 
had  expired  ignominiously  for 
lack  of  a  quorum.  No  funds  in 
the  treasury.  Debts  due  on 
every  side.  The  failure  of  the 
new  Republic  was  freely  predict- 
ed. Some  clamored  to  make 
Washington  king.  Like  Caesar 
he  pushed  aside  the  kingly 
crown.  The  men  who  have  held 
the  high  office  of  President  since 
his  time  found  their  way  made 
straight  by  tradition,  precedent 
and  law.  To  Washington  these 
were  denied.  His  task  was  tre- 
mendous. Laws  were  to  be  writ- 
ten, a  Constitution  to  be  adopted, 
a  judiciary  to  be  established, 
methods  of  taxation  to  be  evolv- 
ed. At  his  death  in  -1799  his  work 
was  done. 

HPHE    mantle   of   Washington 

fell  on  Lincoln. 

Lincoln's  life  was  the  sequence 

of  Washington's.  It  was  another 

case  of  Elijah's  mantle  falling 


able  heredity  and  environment, 
or  the  lack  of  either — as  was  the 
case  with  Lincoln — in  the  leaders 
of  the  race  there  is  always  a  mys- 
tery. Not  only  do  they  control 
events  —  events  control  them. 
A  mighty,  unseen  power  seems  to 
direct  both. 

God  builds  some  men's  houses 
close  to  the  ground  so  that  their 
souls  may,  dwell  close  to  the  , 
stars.  That  accounts  for  the  ; 
manger  crib  in  Bethlehem,  and 
also  for  the  log  hut  in  the  back- 
woods of  Hardin  County,  Ken- 
tucky. 

Lincoln's  greatness  consisted  J 
not  in  pose  nor  peculiarity,  not 
genius  nor  aloofness,  but  in  the 
entireness  of  his  human  nature. 
He  was  not  above  us;  he  was 
with  us.  Lincoln  belongs  to  hu- 
manity in  a  sense  that  no  other 
great  character  does.  It  is  that 
that  makes  him  great. 

HPHE  coupling  of  the  names  of 
-*-   Washington  and  Lincoln  is 
one  of  the  silent  assumptions  of 
our  history. 

These  two  figures  have  mold- 
ed our  American  mind  more 
than  any  others.  Washington 
taught  the  world  to  honor  us; 
Lincoln  taught  us  to  honor  our- 
selves. The  first  won  for  us  in- 
dependence; the  other  showed  us 
how  to  use  it.  Each  has  his  pe- 
culiar glory.  There  is  enough 
for  both. 

It  is  a  highly  fitting  coinci- 
dence that  the  same  month  should 
see  us  celebrate  both  their  births. 
In  circumstances  they  were  the 
very  antipodes  of  each  other. 
Washington  was  the  gift  of 
wealth  of  his  country;  Lincoln  the 
gift  of  poverty.  ^ 

Both  were  giants  physically.    c 
Washington  was  six  feet  three; 
Lincoln  six  feet  four.    Washing- 
ton was  handsome;  Lincoln  was 
homely.     Washington     was     an 
aristocrat;  Lincoln  a  commoner. 
Washington  was  a  soldier;  Lin- 
coln's Black  Hawk  Indian  war 
experience  was  a  jest.  Washing-    l 
ton  was  reticent;  Lincoln  talka-    * 
tive.     Washington  was  a  sober-    i 
sides;   Lincoln   overflowed   with    t 
humor.  Washington  manumitted 
the  slaves  of  his  estate;  Lincoln    ' 
emancipated  the  slaves  of  a  na-    ' 
tion.    Both  were  men  of  deep  re-    s 
ligious   instincts.     Both   men  of    l 
profound   prayer  —  Washington    * 
on  his  knees  in  the  blood  stained 
snow  at  Valley  Forge,  and  Lin-    J 
coin  on  his  knees  on  the  well    ' 
worn  office  carpet  at  the  White    i 
House,  before  the  battle  of  Get- 
tysburg, arc  two  pictures  burned 
on  our  national  consciousness. — • 
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